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SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION TO STUDENTS' EMBASSY VISIT 

REF: A) BANGKOK 17242 B. BANGKOK 17271 C) STATE 218192 

SUMMARY: A FEW ARTICLES HAVE APPEARED IN BOTH THE ENGLISH AND THAI 
LANGUAGE PRESS COVERING THE NOVEMBER 5 VISIT OF THE "POST GRADUATE 
GROUP" TOTHE EMBASSY. THERE IS AS YET NO EDITORIAL COMMENT. MOST 
ARTICLES TO DATE PROVIDE A STRAIGHTFORWARD ACCOUNT OF THE VISIT, 
ALTHOUGH TWO NEWSPAPERS FOCUSED ON AN ANTI-GI CRITICISM THE GROUP 
RAISED. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE "BANGKOK POST" RAN A STRAIGHTFORWARD FRONT PAGE ARTICLE 
WITH PICTURE NOVEMBER 6 ON THE "POST GRADUATE GROUP" VISIT TO THE 
EMBASSY THE DAY BEFORE. AFTER PICKING OUT THE POINT THAT THIS 
EMBASSY GRANTED THE KITTIKACHORN FAMILY VISAS AFTER OBTAINING AP- 
PROVAL FROM THE SANYA GOVERNMENT, THE ARTICLE QUOTES VERBATIM THE 
TEXT OF THE EMBASSY PRESS RELEASE (REF B). THE "POST" ARTICLE CON 
CLUDED WITH A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE GROUP'S VISIT TO THE 
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2. "THE NATION" OF NOVEMBER 6 RAN A PICTURE AND STORY ON PAGE 
THREE ON THE GROUP VISIT. THE ARTICLE QUOTES TWO SENTENCES, 
BEGINNING "OBVIOUSLY ALLOWING THE PRESENCE OF A MURDERER OF OUR 
CHILDREN...", FROM THE PROTEST LETTER (REF A) AND SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED THAT THE GROUP ASKED WHAT THE US WOULD DO IF A THAI 
COURT DECLARED THANOM A CRIMINAL. IN A MORE SENSATIONALIST VEIN, 
THE ARTICLE CONTINUED THAT "THE REPRESENTATIVES ALSO CHARGED THE 
EMBASSY WITH INTERFERENCE IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. CITING THE CASE 

OF THE POLICE INVESTIGATION OF AMERICAN SUSPECTS." THIS IS AN 
OBLIQUE REFERENCE TO A COMPLAINT THAT THE TWO REPRESENTATIVES 
RAISED CONCERNING AN ALLEGED SINGLE INCIDENT OF US MILITARY POLICE 
USURPING THAI POLICE INVESTIGATIVE AUTHORITY. ON THE FRONT 
PAGE, THE "NATION" CARRIED A SHORT QUOTE FROM THE EMBASSY PRESS 
RELEASE THAT "THE US INTENDS TO MAINTAIN THE MOST CORDIAL RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
KINGDOM OF THAILAND." 

3. THE THAI LANGUAGE "DAILYNEWS" AND PRESTIGIOUS "THAI RATH" ALSO 
CARRIED ARTICLES NOVEMBER 6. THE "DAILY NEWS" ARTICLE SUMMARIZED 
THE MAIN POINTS OF THE PROTEST LETTER. THE THAI PAPERS WERE NOT 
ENTIRELY ACCURATE OR UNBIASED IN THEIR SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSION, 
HOWEVER. THEY, LIKE THE "NATION", DWELT ON THE GROUP'S COMPLAINT 
THAT GIS RECEIVE SPECIAL LEGAL PRIVILEGES. 

4. COMMENT: PRESS TREATMENT OF THIS VISIT HAS ON BALANCE BEEN 
MODERATE. WILE THE VISIT MAY STIMULATE SOME EDITORIALS IN ENSUING 
DAYS, WE DO NOT EXPECT IT TO STIR UP ANY STORM. MEANWHILE, THE 
BROADER ISSUE OF THANOM'S PRESENCE MAY CONTINUE TO GENERATE CRITI- 
CISM. 
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